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MEMORANDUM FOR: HENRY A. KISSINGER
FROM: AL HAIG
SUBJECT: CIA Analysis of North Vietnamese

Troop Buildup in Area of DMZ

At Tab B is the analysis you requested from the CIA based on the Presi-
dent's request of April 3, This request may have been generated by the
New York Times article of April 3 written by Tad Segulc (Tab C).

At Tab A is 2 memorandum from you to the President surnmarizing the
CIA memorandum which points out that press reports of a buildup of
North Vietnamese regulars above the DMZ and significant troop move-
ments elsewhere are much overdrawn,
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MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT
FROM: HENRY A. KISSINGEE:,
A
SUBJECT: North Vietnamese “Troop Movemaents

in and around the DM7Z

Pursuant to your request CIA has prepared an analysis of recant North
Vietnamese troop movements above the DMZ and elswwhere in Indochina.
They now suggest that recent press reports to this effect are much over-
drawn. The following apecific points are highlighted:

- -

E

-

Hanoi has strengthened its military forces somewhat in the
southern part of North Vietnam in recent weeks. However,
associated moves have been mainly for air defense and to
a much lesser extent ground units.

There have been some troop movements across the DMZ
into northern South Vietnam, but not enough to alter sub-
stantially the character of the Communist force structure
there,

It ig now obvious that Nanoi chose not to pursue the allies
deep into South Vietnam following Lam Son 719 and its
forces have now largely disengaged and regrouped miles
inside Laos.

Although there have been some North Vietnamaese troop
movements elsewhere in Indochina during the past six
months, none of the recent moves have altered the enemy
threat significantly.

It is likely that some continuation of the heavier fighting
like that which recently occurred around Danang and in

the western highlands will continue in part because Hanoi
i bent on flexing its military muscle in an effort to dispel
the idea that Lam Son lessened their capabilities, but also
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because thisz is the time of year in which such attacks
usually occur,

-- The CIA does not see any new North Vietnamese deploy-
ments that would suggest the enemy is prepared fora
sustained offensive of any kind,
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Press Reports of North Vietnamese
Troop Movements

1. We believe that recent press reports of a continuing buildup
of North Vietnamese regulars above the DMZ and of significant
troop moves elsewhere in Indochina are much overdrawn. Hanoi
has strengthened its military forces somewhat in the southern part
of North Vietnam in recent weeks, The reinforcements are not
extraordinary, however, and are intended mainly for air defense
and to a lesser extent for ground units, Elementa comprising less
than half of the 271st Infantry Regiment have moved into Quang Binh
Province within the last weok or sco, but the balance of the regimaent
remains to the north in Nghe An Province. We have seen no other
troop moves of consequence into Quang Binh for several weaks.

2. There have been some recent troop movements across the
DMZ into northern South Vietnam, but not enough to alter substantially
the character of the Communist force structure there. The fresh

deployments add elements from an infantry and an antiaircraft regiment

to the roughly four regimenta of infantry and artillery now harassing
allied forces along Route 9. We believe there are now on the order of
26,000 Communist combat troops in northern South Vietnam; around
18, 000 of them are in the northern two provinces.

3. The picture regarding future deployments of the enemy forces
in the Lam Son area ofemmstern Laos is mixed. Clearly, Hanoi chose
not to pursue the allies deep into South Vietnam and its forces have

disengaged and regrouped several miles inside Laos. Some appear to

be headed back to southern North Vietnam; others seem ready to set
out for their normal areas of operation in western Thua Thien and
Quang Tri provinces; still others are staying on in the Lam Son area
te help out with logistics movements and local security,

4. Elsewhere in Indochina there have been many significant troop
movements during the past six months, buat none in recent waeks has
altered the enemy threat significantly., We are inclined to think that
a countinuation of heavier fighting like that which recently occurred
around Da Nang sand in the western highlands is likely in several parts
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of Indochina in the weeks ahead, in part because Hanoi is bent on
r flexing its military muscles in an effort to dispel the idea that
Communist capabilities were undercut by the Lam Son operation,
but also because it is the time of year this usually happens. We
do not, however, see any new North Vietnamese deployments that
suggest the enemy is preparing for a sustained offensive of any
kind.
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